
RailNation:DC 2023
Day on the Hill Preparation

March 27, 2023

Sean Jeans-Gail | VP of Gov’t Affairs

Rail Passengers Association



Senate Office Buildings
• Hart
• Dirksen
• Russell
• Cafeteria: Dirksen, Russel (carry-out)
• Metro: Union Station (red)

House Office Buildings
• Cannon (100)
• Longworth (1100)
• Rayburn (2100)
• Cafeteria: Longworth, Rayburn
• Metro: Capitol South (orange/blue)



FY24 Legislative Request



FY24 Grant Request

FY23 Enacted FY24 IIJA Authorized

Amtrak 

Northeast Corridor

National Network

$2,453 ML
$1,260 ML

$1,193 ML

$3,650 ML
$1,200 ML

$2,450 ML

Federal Railroad Administration $251 ML $263 ML

Fed.-State Partnership for ICPR $100 ML $1,500 ML

CRISI Grants $535 ML $1,000 ML

Railroad Crossing Elimination 

Grants $0 $500 ML

Restoration & Enhancement 

Grants $0 $50 ML



Rail Safety + OTP

Railway Safety Act of 2023: 

Rail Passengers supports the 
bipartisan push to Railway Safety 
Act improve freight rail safety by 
capping train lengths for certain 
cargo, mandating two-person 
crews, increasing financial 
penalties for violations, and 
improving oversight and 
reporting.

Rail Passengers is asking 
Members of Congress to apply 
pressure to Host Railroads for 
making their constituents late. 

1. Freight railroads must fulfill 
their legal obligation to give 
priority dispatching to Amtrak 
trains.

2. Support the Rail Passenger 
Fairness Act to ensure 
passengers aren't stranded by 
the freight railroads



Amtrak Board

Amtrak Board of 
Directors: There are two 
vacancies and six expired 
seats on Amtrak’s Board 
of Directors. RPA is asking 
Congress to work with the 
White House to advance a 
slate of Directors that—as 
required by Congress in 
the BIL—provides 
balanced regional 
representation.

Member Tenure Pending Nominee

Pete Buttigieg Ex officio

Stephen Gardner Ex officio

Christopher Beall (R) Expired Jan. 2018

Yvonne Braithwaite Burke (D) Expired Jan. 2018
Nominee: Robin 
Wiessmann (D)

Thomas C. Carper (D) Expired Aug. 2018
Nominee: Chris 

Koos (D)

Anthony Coscia (D) Expired Dec. 2020
Nominee: Anthony 

Coscia (D)

Albert DiClemente (D) Expired Sept. 2017
Nominee: Samuel 

Lathem (D)

Jeffrey Moreland (R) Expired June 2015

Vacancy (was Derek Kan (R)) Expired Jan. 2021
Nominee: Joel 

Szabat (R)

Vacancy (never filled)
Nominee: David 

Capozzi (D)



Amtrak Transparency + Oversight

Rail Passengers supports legislative initiatives which will improve 
Amtrak responsiveness to passengers and increase transparency for 
taxpayers: 

• Require Amtrak’s Board to comply with standard open meeting 
requirements;

• Expand Amtrak’s Board annual meeting requirements to include 
representatives of state-supported services;

• Require Amtrak’s Board of Directors to publicly disclose any bonus payment 
made to an Amtrak officer in a year which Amtrak receives federal grants;

• Require Amtrak to disclose certain vendor agreements utilized to provide 
intercity rail service to state-sponsors or SAIPRC upon request.



Educational One-Pagers
Communicating the  Benefits of Passenger Rail Investment



Rail Passengers 2023 One-Pagers

RailPassengers.org/Leg.Resources

Economic Benefits Environmental 
Benefits

High-Speed Rail

National Network & 
Rural Links

Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law 
Benefits

Passenger Bill of 
Rights



Refining Our Message

Preparing to rebut the anti-rail arguments: 

• “Passenger rail only makes sense on the East Coast.”

• “The deficit is out of control; we can’t afford to spend money on 
passenger rail.”

• “We need to focus on traditional infrastructure like roads and 
bridges.”

• “High-speed rail doesn’t work in America. Just look at California.”

• Others?



BIL (IIJA) Benefits



Passenger Bill of Rights

1. Right to Access 
• Rights of Passengers with Disability 

and Reduced Mobility
• Coach Passengers:

2. Right to Information 
• Right to Essential Information
• On-Board Information
• Delays and Cancellations
• Notifications to Passengers of Their 

Rights
• Accuracy in Pricing:

3. Right to Essential On-Board 
Services 
• Restroom Facilities
• Food & Beverage

4. Right to Quality, On-Time Service
• Amtrak Right of Civil Action
• Regulatory Oversight of 

Preferential Dispatching
• Compensation
• Right of Redress



Preparing for Congressional 
Meetings
Rail Passengers Week on the Hill



Day on the Hill Prep

• Organize Within Your Region: 
identify pre-existing interactions 
with this office, share political 
intelligence, and identify local 
projects and issues that you 
would like addressed during the 
meeting. 

• Study Up On Corridors and 
Projects: Establish yourself as a 
trusted resource for accurate 
and timely local information. 

• Look Up Committee 
Assignments: determine the 
transportation responsibilities 
for your Member of Congress.



Day on the Hill Prep

• Deliver Materials to Staffers 
Ahead of Time: everything you 
need to send to offices is located at 
RailPassengers.org/Leg.Resources.

• Designate a Meeting Leader: this 
person will dictate the tempo of 
the meeting, open the call with our 
organization’s mission statement, 
and hand off the baton to other 
members of the meeting.

• Script Out Your Talking Points: 
with so little of the Hill staffer’s 
time and attention, we need to 
ensure we’re staying on topic 
during these meetings. 

• BUT… take the ‘yes.’

http://www.railpassengers.org/Leg.Resources


Day on the Hill Prep

• Also take the ‘no’! We only need 
2/3rds in the Senate. House 
operates on a simple majority. 

• Make Time to Ask Questions: 
these offices will have valuable 
intelligence for our efforts.  

• Say ‘Thank You’: a little 
appreciation can go a long way 
in cementing your relationship 
with an office. 

• Ask for Help: remember that 
Joe, Madi, and I are here to help 
you out with any problems. 
Don’t hesitate to reach out with 
questions or comments. 



Thank you!

Questions?

Sean Jeans-Gail | VP of Gov’t Affairs + Policy

sjeansgail@narprail.org

mailto:sjeansgail@narprail.org
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